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About the Awards for Planning Excellence
The annual PIA Awards for Planning Excellence demonstrate leading practice, leadership and achievement 
in planning and the planning profession.
  
The Awards offer the opportunity to share achievements and to be judged by your peers.  It provides the 
chance for recognition of excellence and to showcase leading practice across a range of planning disciplines 
and sectors.  Leadership in planning, particularly in the face of adversity, is acknowledged and applauded.  In 
all, the Awards are a chance to celebrate, recognise and reward outstanding planning and planners.

As a national program, the Awards commence at the state and territory level seeking out the best of planning 
in each jurisdiction.   Following judgement and recognition at a local Awards ceremony, the winners of the 
appropriate categories in the state/territory Awards are then elevated to the national stage.  The best from each 
state and territory are judged at a national level, culminating in the National Awards for Planning Excellence 
ceremony which acknowledges the best of planning and planners in Australia.

Commencing this year a revised set of categories have been launched, which focus on planning outcomes and 
planning leadership.  The previous discipline-focused categories have been replaced in favour of more holistic 
categories that better represent the multidisciplinary nature of planning practice.  Additional categories have been 
created to celebrate planning leadership by both planners and non-planners.  Greater clarity and consistency has 
also been sought between state/territory level awards and national awards; and this year, direct nominations for 3 
national-level only categories are being sought.  Over the coming years further improvements to Awards for Planning 
Excellence are proposed to continue to build the quality and credibility of the process and program.

The planning profession has enormously important and positive contributions to make to the future.  Participating in 
the Awards for Planning Excellence is a small but important way to demonstrate your commitment to advancing the 
profession.  

Promoting planning success stories is a great way to show how planners really make a difference.

Kirsty Kelly MPIA CPP     Dyan Currie MPIA CPP
Chief Executive Offi cer    National President
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NATIONAL CATEGORIES

The following categories are for 
consideration at the National Awards for 
Planning Excellence only.  Nominations are 
called for and accepted at the Division level 
and are forwarded directly to the National 
judging panel for their consideration.  No 
judging of these categories occurs at the 
Divisional level.

CUTTING EDGE RESEARCH AND TEACHING 
AWARD
This Award recognises an outstanding achievement in 
planning scholarship, research or teaching. 

It is awarded for a substantial report, book, thesis, article or piece 
of research or a planning education program which makes an 
outstanding contribution to the understanding of issues relating 
to urban and regional planning in Australia. This category includes 
excellence in teaching at secondary and tertiary levels.

Who Might Apply?

•  An individual, organisation or agency engaged in teaching or 
research

•  An individual completing thesis work
•  Tertiary and Secondary teachers/academics
•  Development companies, individuals and fi nanciers
•  Community organisations
•  Or a combination of all or any of the above.
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PLANNING CHAMPION AWARD
This Award recognises a person who champions planning.  

It is awarded to a non-planner who is promoting good planning or 
the planning profession to the public, such as through the promotion 
or reporting of planning issues that raises the positive profi le of 
planning. 

Who Might Apply?
•  An individual, e.g. politician or journalist.
•  May be self-nominated, nominated by an employer/client/

colleague or by a PIA corporate member 
•   An individual, organisation or agency may nominate a third 

party individual who has promoted planning in a positive way. 
•  Must not be a qualifi ed planner.

HALL OF FAME AWARD 
This Award recognises a person who has excelled and 
made a distinguished and inspiring lifetime contribution to 
the planning profession.  It is the highest accolade of the 
profession.

The Hall of Fame will be assessed in terms of achievement that goes 
well beyond the usual parameters of the candidate’s usual fi eld of 
work.

Nominees may have contributed to any of the following activities that 
achieve excellence in any planning discipline: 

•  education,
•  research/theory,
•  practice,
•  development,
•  management and administration, and
•  community representation.

Evaluation will be based on the level of achievement and the period 
of contribution. The achievement must be directly attributable to 
the nominee and be able to be singled out or distinguished from the 
work of other people.

Who Might Apply?
•  Entrants must be a qualifi ed planner, a full member of PIA and 

can be either practicing or retired.
•  Self-nominations are not accepted.



CONDITIONS OF ENTRY
PIA reserves the right to retain all entries and their images and 
to publish (hard copy and online) the information submitted. 
Entries will not be returned to applicants, unless requested upon 
nominating.

The entrants cannot make any claims of copyright or intellectual 
property of the projects entered. The applicant agrees to absolve 
the Institute from any liability relating to confi dentiality or 
intellectual property issues that may be raised by any party.

PIA reserves the right to exhibit (for example at National Congress) 
or publish (for example Australian  Planner/Divisional Journals) any or 
all of the entries.  By entering the awards, the applicants/owners gives 
permission to PIA to publish exhibit and promote the content of the 
submission.  In all promotions the Institute will endeavour to promote 
the name of the individual or organisation.  All fi nalists must be prepared 
to submit further material for exhibition and publication if required, such 
as additional images.  

The applicant acknowledges that PIA has the right to reproduce materials in 
whole or part without payment of copyright.
Entries will be excluded: 

a. If incomplete, such that they do not contain all the information and 
images in the form required.

b. If received after the advertised closing date for the receipt of 
entries.

c.  If it does not fulfi l the binding clauses laid down in these 
conditions of entry.  The judges have the option to move an 
entry into a category that they believe best suits the entry and 
improve the chances of selection for an award.  Entrants will be 
notifi ed of any such changes.
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Nomination       Form
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